Corporate Reference Group (CRG) Newcomers Meeting

5 February 1999

Brussels, Belgium

MINUTES

1) Attendees : 
see separate list



Apologies where accepted from Mr. Grisman, Fruit of The Loom.

2) Goal of the meeting : 

· To introduce the CRG to the new members.

3) Items of discussion :

· After a brief explanation of the history of the CRG and its relationship to the UN/Edifact Working Group D6, the objectives of the CRG were described :

· To be a platform where information and experiences on financial EDI can be exchanged between corporates.

· To co-ordinate the corporate’s position towards the banking industry concerning the exchange of financial UN/Edifact messages between banks and corporates.

· To encourage the banking industry to invest in and develop the capability to process financial data in the UN/Edifact standard.

· To have the corporates speak as one voice with respect to financial UN/Edifact messaging.

· Mr. Le Calvé of Electrolux introduced the book “Guide to financial EDI”, which was also distributed at the meeting. 

· The cash management project of Norsk Hydro was presented by Mr. Ellingsen and was used as an example of how financial UN/Edifact can be implemented to fully automate the processing of cash management transactions at the Treasury department of a multinational company. 

· The cash management projects of General Electric and Siemens where respectively presented by Mr. Rogers and Mr. De Wandeleer.  The presentations showed, that there is a big resemblance in the projects : central processing of cash management transactions, exchanging data electronically using the UN/Edifact standard.

· An open discussion was held on how to implement the UN/Edifact standard and what the future can be of the standardisation and dematerialization.  It became clear that there is a high interest in continuing the work of the CRG group and to organise new meetings during which the work will be concentrated on very specific areas.  Each member was asked to draw up a list of the 3 most important areas it would like to discuss in a future CRG meeting.

· Mr. Blot-Lefèvre also made a presentation on the future of electronic commerce and the dematerialising of documents.

· A matrix is being made of the projects and relationships that each corporate has with its banking partners.  The new members are invited to contribute to this matrix.

4) Action points

· A number of information documents will be send out to each member in the next few weeks.

· Recommended Best Practice on Message Flow and Security for UN/Edifact Payments

· Interchange Agreement 

· A copy of the slides of the presentations that were made during the CRG meeting

· The technical descriptions (also called MIG’s) of the financial UN/Edifact messages.

· A "blank" bank matrix to be filled out by the members.
Mr. De Wandeleer will take care of this issue.

· Each member will draw up a list of  the 3 most important areas it would like to discuss in a future CRG meeting. The lists are to be sent to Mr. De Wandeleer.

5) Next meeting
· The next meeting is planned for the 28th of May 1999 at the offices of GE in London.

· Based on the comments received after the meeting in February, the focus of the meeting in London will be the Message Implementation Guidelines.

· Please fill in the subscription form attached and send it, preferably before the end of March 1999, to Danny De Wandeleer, Siemens on behalf of CRG.

